Sikh Heritage Projects

S ] N
XY ey 4 ' U ~ > ()
RN A AR
b 1 : N3 S SN 5 ¢ |
. o e o 3 \_,qv D j\ g\- ’g“ \-h’uh \Jg . & \i s.g ¥§ |
S e e e ; e
f‘(ﬂamﬁ;ﬂmj I i |
ot e St | 1V743 SR PIR 974 (5 |
i mance
Aot —1_5 2 ) Al . : 1 t Jo A N
_J‘: lﬁ_ /-‘ e : - " : : { i /,/f 3400,
v b7 A 3 I R ) o . [ 0 ) KA1 5
M/...Zﬁ.ﬁ_. / e i : i) '/ - : " b 1 YAy IR
'ﬂ.“[&-/a_“.;‘ 5 ! § ; » a ! S L4 .|| Sa0a|.
] | | |
Jﬁ«?_; &2 22 7% | . il A !. 2 ,1‘.. A F sl
% 7‘_'—'5 / - VA A4 t o5 sy LOSh) S s l /aé. 4020,
e e b A LA BRI AR R Rerts
S e
‘b, ol i
|4 ;.‘aud;z_‘_yzl 95| 2w | 2 | j v - bl 2. 220,

2= ANGLO SIKH Raraasysl Heritage Hub
VIRTUAL MUSEUM

l ' Gurinder Singh Mann,
@sikh_scholar @ g

Sikhs in Academia, Warwick 2026




Digitisation the Victorian

The Illustrated London News (ILN) was one of the most significant
illustrated periodicals of the 19th and early 20th centuries, providing rich
visual and textual accounts of global events, including the Indian
subcontinent. The depictions of Sikhs, the Punjab, and the broader North
Indian region offer unique insights into British perceptions, colonial
narratives, and cross-cultural exchanges during this period.

The Sikh Museum Initiative (SMI), in partnership with the Heritage

Hub /University of Leicester,; is collaboratively working to digitise,
research, and interpret selected pages of the Illustrated London News
related to the themes below. This collaboration will contribute to
scholarship on imperial representation and community heritage while
engaging local volunteers and students in meaningful digital skills training.
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Themes

* The newspaper covered a wide range of themes related to
Sikh and Punjab history, including:

* The Anglo-Sikh Wars (1845-1849) and the British encounters
with the Sikh Empire.

* The role and representation of the Akali Nihangs as warrior-
saints.

* The annexation of the Punjab (1849) and its aftermath.

* The relationship between the princely states of Punjab and
the British Crown.

* The recruitment of Sikhs into the Indian Army during the late
19th and early 20th centuries.

* The participation of Sikh regiments in global military
campaigns, including the World Wars




Key events

Key Events Mentioned in the ustrated London News from 1846 to 1900

Year Event / Title

1846 Battles of Moodkee and Ferozepore

1849 Sikh Artillery in London

1849 War in the Punjab

1851 Windsor Castle illustration (Sikh
guns and flags)

1852 The Great Exhibition

1853 The Great Exhibition (Ireland)

1854 New Church in Punjab

1856 Duleep Singh illustration

1857 Indian Mutiny

1858 Holy Tank and Temple of Sikhs,
Umritsur

1860 Procession of Sikh Chiefs and Others
at Lahore (Feb 1860)

1860 War in China

1865 War in Bhutan

1872 The Umritsur Training Institution

1876 Prince of Wales in India

1878 The Afghan War

1880 Prince Albert Victor in India

1893 Indian Durbar Hall at Osborne

1896 Indian Sikh Prince in Europe —
Jagjit Singh

1200 Crisis in China
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The Royal Lahore Toshkhana

* The Toshkhana, or royal treasury, of the Kingdom of Punjab
under Maharajah Ranjit Singh was one of the most remarkable
repositories of Sikh heritage, housing an array of invaluable
artefacts including arms, jewellery, manuscripts, textiles, and
religious relics. Following the annexation of the Panjab in 1849
by the British, numerous items from the Toshkhana and other
royal collections were catalogued and dispersed into British
institutions, private estates, and collections.

V) Emily Eden, Portraits of the Princes and People
of India




The British Library

* The British Library holds several important lists and catalogues
pertaining to the Punjab Toshkhana and related material
acquisitions during and after the Anglo-Sikh Wars.

* These documents provide vital evidence for understanding
how Sikh relics and objects travelled from the heart of the
Sikh Empire to the United Kingdom.
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Initial findings

* Lord Login’s Catalogue of the Toshkhana — Detailing the contents of
the Lahore treasury following the annexation of the Punjab.

* Lord Dalhousie’s List for Queen Victoria — Items selected from the
Toshkhana and Punjab collections for presentation to the British
monarch.

* ‘Missing Relics of the Khalsa’ — Records and notes relating to lost or
unaccounted-for artefacts, including swords attributed to Guru
Gobind Singh Ji.

* Maharajah Duleep Singh’s List of Lahore Relics — Documentation of

personal possessions and relics associated with the last Maharajah
of Punjab.

* List of Relics Returned to Maharani Jindan Kaur and Others -
Correspondence and records indicating restitutions or identified
artefacts connected to the royal family of Lahore.




Pathways: Sikh Toshkhana
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Login List

BRITISH LIBRARY




Banda Singh Bahadur-Making
a Statue

* 2-year project

Working with Guru Nanak Darbar, Gurdwara, Gravesend

Digital created by Taranjit Singh

Worked with 3 foundries to achieve the goal

Plinth contains representations of Sikh coins from 1712

Recreated an existing image and used historical information to
bring the statue alive.
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Further Reading

Gurinder Singh Mann et al, The British and the Sikhs
Gurinder Singh Mann, The Rise of the Sikh Soldier
www.sikhscholar.co.uk www.anglosikhmuseum.com

@sikh_scholar @sikhmuseuminitiative
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